328                              THE     MEDICI

therefrom by Clement, who had resolved again to change
sides, since Charles was becoming too strong.

Clement now formed an alliance which he called the "Holy
League," consisting of France, England, and the Pope, with
Venice and Florence, to oppose Charles, to relieve Francesco
Sforza, besieged in Milan by the Imperial army, and to set
Francis's sons at liberty. Clement expected that Francis would
be the life and soul of this league. But Francis, owing to his
defeat and imprisonment, had gone through such a time of
distress that his spirit was for a time cowed; he desired tran-
quillity, and for the first time failed to be roused by the Pope's
incitements, he delayed doing anything, except to allow cer-
tain troops to be engaged for him by Clement in Italy, among
them the corps commanded by the latter's relative, Giovanni
delle Bande Nere, for whom Clement was, as usual, anxious
to find some fighting to do.13 The forces assembled by Venice
and the Pope were placed under command of the Duke of
Urbino and advanced against the Imperial army in Lom-
bardy. But the Duke of Urbino (no great friend of Clement)
by losing several opportunities gave Bourbon time to bring up
reinforcements to the Imperial army. Bourbon immediately
took command of the latter and very soon captured Milan,
and drove the allied forces to retire on Lodi. It was in these
operations that Giovanni delle Bande Nere was killed near
Mantua.

While these events were taking place in France and Italy,
Germany was in a state of turmoil through the conflict on the
subject of religion, which had now developed into actual war.
To allay these conditions, which weakened Germany at a
time when it was especially necessary that she should be
strong, Charles assembled the Diet of the Empire at Speier
to consider the religious differences, and this meeting of the
Diet granted great toleration to Luther's opinions; so much so
that the resolutions passed on this occasion came to form a
sort of Magna Charta to the Protestant cause. They had a
political object The Turks were now pouring into Hungary,